
Tips for authors searching
When using bibliographic databases such as Medline, there are two main ways of searching for information.

Text word searching

The most common way of searching is called a ‘text word’ search which searches for the word you type in the search box anywhere in the reference i.e. article title, journal title and abstract. This tends to retrieve many results, but often the results are not relevant.  A reason for this is that there is usually more than one way to describe a topic, so you cannot guarantee that the word you enter as a search term is the same word that authors may have used when writing the article.
Example: pressure sore / bed sore / decubitus ulcer – all describe the same condition
If you are going to use a ‘text word’ you should consider truncating the word e.g. entering ‘measure’ as a search term would miss any instances of ‘measurement(s)’ and ‘measuring’.  The best way to carry out a text word searchsearch for ‘measurements’ is to type a dollar sign ‘$’ after the root of the word e.g. measur$ , this will then retrieve ‘measure’, ‘measurement’, ‘measurements’ and ‘measuring’.
Thesaurus searching

Each article is assigned a number of thesaurus headings (MeSH) by the indexer according to the subject of the article.  With a thesaurus search your search terms (text or key words) are matched to the corresponding Medical Subject Heading (MeSH) terms. This means that when you are searching using MeSH terms you will only retrieve those articles that are on your topic, rather than articles that contain the search term in the title or abstract, (which is how a text or key word search works), thus ensuring a more effective search and list of results.

What are the benefits?

MeSH terms apply consistent subject headings to articles that describe the same concept in a variety of ways. Therefore, thesaurus searching retrieves records about the term regardless of:

· plurals (injury / injuries)

· variable spellings (orthopaedics / orthopedics, center / centre)

· use of synonyms (pressure sores / pressure ulcers / bed sores / bed ulcers / decubitus ulcers)

· use of acronyms (AIDS / acquired immunodeficiency syndrome)

· Brand and generic names (Viagra / sildenafil)

The most effective thesaurus heading to use to retrieve results on measurements is ’Reference values’.  

The definition for this heading is:

“The range or frequency distribution of a measurement in a population (of organisms, organs or things) that has not been selected for the presence of disease or abnormality.”
More information
If you want any more information on searching please contact your local librarian who will be happy to assist you.
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